Two field trials were carried out, one at each of two commercial potato growers' properties at Opiki, to evaluate the efficacy of BQ Mulch (a brassica crop grown for its biofumigant properties) and four Trichoderma products (Tri-D25, Trichogrow, Rootshield and DRHCl) for the biological control of major soil-borne diseases of potatoes. BQ Mulch was grown for 60 days, rotary-hoed into the soil and allowed to decompose for one week before potatoes were planted. Trichoderma products were sprayed onto seed pieces during the planting operation. Compared with untreated plots, Tri-D25 reduced percentage of tubers with pink rot caused by Phytophthora erythroseptica while BQ mulch did not. Tri-D25, Trichogrow and DRHCI all gave similar low levels of pink rot but the differences were not significant. BQ Mulch appeared to increase rots caused by Fusarium and Phytophthora spp. A field trial is in progress to further test the efficacy of Trichoderma products against soil-borne pathogens of potatoes.
